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	Home
	What We Do
	
		
			What We DoKCF connects generous donors to energized community members and organizations, matching their charitable interests with our community’s needs.






	
		
			Kern Community Foundation Strategic InitiativesKCF creates positive impact by focusing on the underlying causes of issues, asking the tough questions, and seeking long-term solutions with lasting results.
				Kern Futures
	Kern Community Foundation Nonprofit Strengthening Initiative






	
			Community InitiativesCommunity initiatives are funds that are run by a volunteer committee, supported by KCF staff, and have their own independent grantmaking capability.
				The Women’s and Girls’ Fund
					Grantmaking
	Founders & Advocates



	Kern River Valley Community Fund
	Upper Kern Fisheries Enhancement Fund (UKF)






	
			Crisis Response and ResiliencyKern Community Foundation is often called upon as a trusted community partner to act as a philanthropic first responder and thought leader in times of crisis. Find out about our Crisis Response and Resiliency work here.
				Keep Our City Open









	
		
			Kern Connected Community NetworkThe Kern Connected Community Network was launched to help provide a smooth transition for patients, individuals and families to community resources.



	
			Donor FundsKern Community Foundation has more than 160 charitable funds, a full range of giving instruments, and a full staff of skilled professionals ready to serve you.



	
			Kern Real Estate FoundationKern Real Estate Foundation (KREF) is exclusively dedicated to simplifying and facilitating charitable gifts of real estate.









	Donors
	
		
			DonorsKCF works with individuals and families, corporations and organizations, creating philanthropic plans that benefit the community and fulfill their charitable intent.






	
		
			Kern Community Foundation – Types of  FundsKCF offers a variety of funds and can help you choose the fund that best accomplishes your goals for giving.
	Support the FoundationKCF and our generous supporters and fundholders are committed to improving life in Kern County through effective philanthropy.



	
			Leave a LegacyYou can practice smart generosity by creating a permanent charitable fund at Kern Community Foundation as part of your estate planning.
	Corporate GivingKCF can help business manage their corporate philanthropy while elevating their corporate brand within the communities they serve.



	
			Donor StoriesA variety of individuals, families, and corporations use Kern Community Foundation as their partner in philanthropy.
	Donor Portal Quick-Reference GuideA quick-reference guide to introduce the basics of the new Donor Portal.









	Nonprofits
	
		
			NonprofitsKCF strives to support the nonprofit community of Kern County with support in the form of competitive grants and a wide range of professional development and visibility opportunities.






	
		
			Available GrantsKern Community Foundation offers competitive grant opportunities at different times throughout the year.
	Build an EndowmentEstablish an endowment fund at KCF giving your staff and Board the freedom to focus on programs and services while KCF manages your endowment.



	
			Nonprofit Empowerment CenterWorkshops, resources and funding opportunities, COVID-19 resources, nonprofit leadership and diversity, equity and inclusion.
				Foundation Directory Online
	Toolkit for Nonprofit Strengthening
	COVID-19 Resources
	Nonprofit Leadership
	Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
	Nonprofit Strengthening Events






	
			Nonprofit SearchWe’re committed to making it easy to find, learn about and give to the causes you care about most. Discover the impact local nonprofits have on our community with our comprehensive nonprofit database.
	Community EventsThis calendar features fundraisers and other outreach events from our various nonprofit partners so that the public can get to know Kern’s diverse nonprofit community better.









	KAN
	
		
			Kern Alliance of Nonprofits (KAN)The Kern Alliance of Nonprofits (KAN) is a small group of local nonprofit leaders who care deeply about building the capacity of the nonprofit organizations in Kern County.






	
		
			KAN EventsView events from Kern Alliance of Nonprofits (KAN).



	
			Nonprofit ResourcesUseful Online Resources and Research Aids for 501(c)(3) Nonprofits.









	Kern County Students
	
		
			Kern County StudentsScholarships are an important step toward students achieving their personal dreams. KCF provides resources, funding, and learning opportunities for our recipients and their parents.






	
		
			ScholarshipsRegardless of who you are, where you come from, or what you hope to become, financial support from our wide range of scholarship opportunities can be the springboard to help you fulfill your educational goals.



	
			College ResourcesResources that KCF has collected to help students, parents, and school administrators to learn about federal and state financial aid, planning for college, and seeking scholarships.



	
			Frequently Asked QuestionsHave a question? See our frequently asked questions about our scholarship programs and resources.









	Youth Jobs
	Advisors
	
		
			AdvisorsKCF provides convenient, creative, flexible strategies in our management of charitable funds for individuals, families, businesses and nonprofit agencies.






	
		
			Types of FundsKCF can work with you to provide solutions that will help your clients achieve their philanthropic vision today and ensure that their charitable intentions are honored in the future.



	
			What Clients Can GiveFamilies and businesses can tap into KCF to quickly and easily donate hard-to-value assets, and open family or corporate funds to further their charitable goals.



	
			Investment OptionsKCF offers a variety of investment solutions to meet the goals of your clients, including a selection of investment pools and our individually managed fund program.



	
			Tools, Resources, and DocumentsComprehensive source for planned giving, trust illustrations, presentations, and networking opportunities with the Estate Planning Council of Bakersfield.









	About
	
		
			About the FoundationKCF believes in giving now and making long-term investments to support effective charitable organizations and programs making Kern County a better place to live, to work and to visit.






	
		
			Board of DirectorsOur Board of Directors governs Kern Community Foundation, sets policy and makes final grant decisions. All members are volunteers serving a maximum of nine years.
	StaffOur professional staff members are ready to help you match your giving interests with community needs and opportunities



	
			Publications and ResourcesKern Community Foundation community giving guide, financial reports, investment performance summaries, and other publications.
	Our FundsOur experienced staff works personally with each of our donors to develop a giving plan that achieves their charitable and financial goals.



	
			NewsKeep up-to-date with the latest Kern Community Foundation and non-profit news.
	KCF EventsSee and register for Kern Community Foundation events.









	Contact
	
	
	


            

        

    


    
    
    

    
        
            
                                            
                            2024 Judi McCarthy Women and Young Women Philanthropy Award nomination due February 15

                        

                                    

            
    
        

    

    
    



    
        
                            
                    
                        	
                            
The Women’s and Girls’ Fund of Kern Community Foundation is asking the community to nominate women, and young women ages 16 to 25, for The 2024 Judi McCarthy Women’s Philanthropy Award between now and February 15, 2024. The namesake for this prestigious award that honors women and girls who are committed to improving the lives of Kern County residents through their giving and leadership, is Judi McCarthy, a well-known local philanthropist and a founding member of The Women’s and Girls’ Fund of Kern Community Foundation.
 The awards selection committee will review all nominations and select the 2024 recipient in early March. One award in each category will be presented at the Women’s & Girls’ Fund Annual Luncheon scheduled for April 24, 2024.  The committee is responsible for the final selection.  (In the unlikely event that the committee feels that no nominees have met the criteria, the awards may be withheld.)
 The Women’s Philanthropy Selection Criteria
 
	Demonstrates a philanthropic spirit through personal giving or inspiring others to support charitable organizations;
	Exhibits a long-term commitment to, and a passion for, bettering the lives of Kern County residents;
	Focuses on seeking solutions to a problem rather than easing the symptoms; and
	Inspires others to take a leadership role in philanthropy.

 
Nominate a Woman Today!




[image: ]
 The Young Women’s Philanthropy Selection Criteria
 [image: ]
	Is between 16 and 25 years of age, and eligible for extra-curricular activities (if in high school) and not on academic probation (if in college);
	Demonstrates a philanthropic spirit through personal giving or inspiring others to support charitable organizations;
	Exhibits a commitment to, and a passion for, bettering the lives of Kern County residents;
and
	Focuses on seeking solutions to a problem rather than easing the symptoms

 
Nominate a Young Woman Today!





 If you would like more information on The Women’s and Girl’s Fund (Click Here).
  

 
                        
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
Parenting Classes:
 Beginning January 23 & 24. 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM. 40-week court approved. No Fee. Every week. This is a reoccurring class.
 [image: ] Financial Education:
 “How Money Works” This is a one-day class and last about 45 minutes. At this time, we are organizing a monthly co-hort.
 [image: ] 
 Kern County Public Health Mobile Health Clinic: 
 Beginning January 18 the MSC will partner with the mobile health clinic on a monthly basis for the 3rd Thursday of every month. 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
 [image: ] Parenting Kit Distribution: 
 The MSC has begun to distribute kits for new parents. 
 [image: ] Referral Services:
 If there is a service that an individual needs that the MSC doesn’t provide we have partnered with a platform to submit referrals to other organizations in the community to meet the needs of the individual.
 [image: ] Job Development Workspace: 
 Computer Literacy, soft skills training, resume preparation, mock interviewing, and customer relations training.
 Supervised CPS Visits: 
 Clients can request to have their visits moved to the center. 
 **Sign-ups have begun for all program services. Individuals will need to come to the center to register. An ID is not needed.**
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 The Give Big Kern 2023 Community Report is now available! 
 Save the Date for Give Big Kern 2024, Tuesday, May 7, 2024!!
 The much-anticipated Give Big Kern 2023 Community Report has arrived, and it’s time to celebrate the incredible achievements of this year’s event! In the report, you will see the highlights, prize winners, and the impact made possible by our generous sponsors and donors. 
 Gratitude to Sponsors and Donors:
 We extend our gratitude to all our sponsors and donors who made Give Big Kern 2023 possible. Your generosity and commitment to our community are truly remarkable. Without your support, none of this would have been achievable. Every dollar raised has a direct and lasting impact on local nonprofits and the people they serve.
 A Record-Breaking Year:
 One of the most exciting aspects of this year’s report is the astounding figure: GBK 2023 raised a grand total of $965,839 for local participating nonprofits! This remarkable achievement reflects the collective effort and passion of our community. Together, we are making a difference in the lives of those who rely on the services provided by these nonprofits.
 Share the Report and Inspire Others:
 We encourage you to share this report with others, especially nonprofit organizations that may not have participated in GBK before. By sharing Give Big Kern, we hope to inspire even more organizations to join us next year. Together, we can continue to build a stronger, more vibrant Kern County.
 View 2022 Report to the Community
 Save the Date for Give Big Kern 2024: May 7, 2024

                        
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
Business Security Improvements Grant Program Guidelines
 The City of Bakersfield’s Business Security Improvements Grants Program supports security improvements to assist small businesses and non-profits and mitigate financial hardship in disproportionately impacted areas. The Business Security Improvements Grant Program uses federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) dollars to provide grants within Qualified Census Tracts in the city limits of Bakersfield.
 To be eligible for a grant:
 	Your business must be within a Qualified Census Tract (see map in Attachment A).
	You must have a current business license with the City of Bakersfield.
	Must not have any delinquent bills or outstanding liens issued by the City.
	The business must have no more than 500 employees.

 For more information (CLICK HERE).
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 About The Center
The Center for Sexuality & Gender Diversity (The Center) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual & transgender community (LGBTQIA2S+) in Kern County, California.

Mission and Values
The Center is an easy-access hub providing safe, supportive spaces and services to Kern County’s LGBTQIA2S+ community and allies. We welcome persons of all identities and strive toward a goal of creating a feeling of belonging for all persons while serving as a bridge connecting to the greater community in Kern County.

Organizational History
The Center opened as a downtown community outreach center in 2011 and operated as volunteer-run organization until the first paid staff position was filled in 2016. Currently, there is a paid staff of seven. A second location, The Annex, houses administrative offices and counseling services. The 2023-24 Budget is $750,000., funded by local donors and multiple grants.

Organizational Impact
The Center provides services to support Kern County LGBTQ+ residents in living happy, productive, fulfilling lives in a safe and supportive community. Our efforts are focused on individual support services such as counseling and activities to help build self-esteem, and community transformation activities including cultural competency trainings. By conservative estimates, 66,000 Kern residents identify as LGBTQ+ (7.1% of the population, as estimated by Gallup, 2022); many have struggled for self acceptance as well as acceptance and understanding from family, friends, and community. The Center provides that acceptance and educates the wider community in how to provide affirming services. Since opening, The Center has welcomed over 13,000 visitors into its Safe Space as it serves the needs of Kern County’s LGBTQIA2S+ community.
 Candidate Profile
 The new Executive Director of The Center will be an experienced, motivational, and equity-centered leader with a professional track record of organizational development and mission advancement. They will bring a transparent, inclusive, and collaborative leadership style, and the ability to direct, mentor, support, and coach staff at all levels of experience and professional development. Candidates for this position should have a personal style that is empathetic, warm, and engaging, along with the ability to set healthy boundaries, hold people accountable, and actively listen/respond to the needs of a wide range of internal and external constituents. They should be empathetic, accessible, and people-centered and, at the same time, bring the professional skills and knowledge to lead The Center to new levels of success and impact. Regardless of professional background, a personal understanding of and commitment to intersectional issues/identities (race, gender, sexual orientation, ability, socio-economic status, etc.) in the LGBTQ+ community is essential.
 Click Here to view full job listing
                         
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
Plumas Corp seeks Giant Sequoia Coordinator & Southern Sierra Watershed Restoration Project Manager
 Plumas Corp is looking for a full-time (40 hours/week) Giant Sequoia Coordinator and Watershed Restoration Project Manager in the Southern Sierras. The Giant Sequoia Coordinator work is 75% of the position and directly supports the Giant Sequoia Lands Coalition (GSLC) efforts. The Watershed Restoration Project Manager work is 25% of the position and assists other staff in managing a suite of Plumas Corp watershed restoration projects in the Southern Sierra region. Projects are located primarily on public lands (Sequoia National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument, Sequoia/Kings Canyon National Park, Sierra National Forest), at elevations of 3,000- 9,000 feet. Field work may consist of collecting meadow topographic survey data, evaluating wildfire hazard conditions, evaluating and mapping vegetation, trees and forests (including giant sequoia groves), conducting stand exams, hydrologic and forest monitoring, and project implementation. The position includes both office and field work. Occasional evening and weekend work may be required as job duties demand. In addition to fair weather field work, expect heat, cold, rain, snow, noise, and dust. Travel to remote locations can be expected. For more information (Click Here).

                        
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
Bakersfield Youth Jobs Program (BYJP) City Hall Summer Interns videos for National Intern Day. Thank you to our partners at the City of Bakersfield and California Volunteers. For more information on BYJP, please visit www.kernfoundation.org/byjp. 
 


Meet Sebastian (Finance Dept.), Carissa (City Clerk’s), and Broderick and Brock (Public Works). 


Meet Raphael from the City of Bakersfield’s Water Resources Department. 


Meet Arron from the City of Bakersfield’s Police Department. 


Meet Jaqueline from the City of Bakersfield’s Recreation and Parks Department. 


Meet Jazmin from the City of Bakersfield’s Recreation and Parks department. 


Meet Lilly from the City of Bakersfield Recreation and Parks Department.
                        
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
[image: ] The Give Big Kern 2022 Community Report is now available! 
 Click on the image or link above to access our 2022 Report to the Community.
 In this report you will view the highlights and prize winners! Thank you to all the sponsors and donors!
 This year we raised $885,235 for local participating nonprofits!
 Please share this report with others- especially with other nonprofits, to encourage those who have yet participated in Give Big Kern to consider doing so next year.
 Save the Date for Give Big Kern 2023 May 2, 2023!!
 

                        
                    


                                            
                    
                        	
                            
[image: ] Bakersfield, Calif., December 1, 2021 – The Board of Directors of Kern Community Foundation announced that Aaron Falk has been named President and CEO. Falk, who will begin his tenure on December 20, succeeds Dr. Kristen Beall Watson, who held the position for six years before leaving to serve as Chief of Staff to the President at California State University, Bakersfield in August of this year.
 Aaron is a Bakersfield native with over a decade of public service in the Federal government as well as several years in outside sales and professional golf. He joins the Community Foundation after serving for 4 years as U.S. Congressman Kevin McCarthy’s local Field Representative. He previously worked in Washington, D.C. for the House Armed Services Committee and U.S. Congresswoman Martha McSally.  “I am excited and humbled that the Board has selected me”, said Falk.  “I returned to Kern County from Washington because I wanted to know that my work would have a positive impact on my hometown, and the Community Foundation is a perfect fit.”
 “Aaron is an excellent choice for this important role,” said Beall Watson. “His breadth of experience and connection to the community are key to leading Kern Community Foundation far into the future.”
 The Kern Community Foundation, established in 1999, works directly with community philanthropists. The Community Foundation provides personalized services to help donors support a wide range of strategic and community initiatives. As a legislative staffer, Falk oversaw hundreds of programs across the Department of Defense, Department of Veterans Affairs, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). His portfolio included over $1 trillion in annual budgeting. Aaron passed several laws protecting women in the U.S. military. “Strategic planning and competent execution are paramount to accomplishing great things,” said Falk. “Kern County is full of people with big hearts who seek to improve the quality of life for everyone, and I look forward to devoting myself to that cause.”
 Falk holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of California, Santa Barbara and has completed the U.S. Air Force Air Command and Staff College as a civilian. He is currently pursuing his master’s in business administration at California State University, Bakersfield. He lives in Bakersfield with his wife Lauren and daughter Mia.
 ###

                        
                    


                                    

    




    
    
        
            
                Get Connected!

                Need help getting connected to community resources? One of our Connected Community Network Coordinators will connect you to the resources you request.

                Request Help
            

            
                
                Latest Events

                                            
                                
                                    Dinner at the Derby

                                    April 12 @ 6:00 pm

                                    Seven Oaks Country Club                                
                            

                                                        
                                
                                    BIMHI 5K Walk/Run Race Against Birth Inequities

                                    April 13 @ 8:00 am

                                    The Park at Riverwalk                                
                            

                                            See More Events ▸
            

             
                 Join our email list

                Get updates about Kern Community Foundation’s work and how you can be involved.

                Subscribe
				
					See past newsletters ▸
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