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Kern Alliance of Nonprofits holds a training on Nonprofit Marketing. (Photo courtesy of  Louis Medina)

Kern Alliance of 
Nonprofits
By Louis Medina
Communications Committee Chair

!e Kern Alliance of Nonpro"ts (KAN) was launched 
in 2016 by a small group of local nonpro"t leaders who 
care deeply about building the capacity of the nonpro"t 
organizations in Kern County.

KAN’s Vision is…To create a strong community 
bene"t sector that plays a vital role in a healthy, prosperous 
and vibrant Kern County.

KAN’s original Mission was…To strengthen the 
Community Bene"t Organizations of Kern County. 
Following a process that involved stakeholder feedback and 
strategic planning in the Spring of 2019, KAN’s new, more 

!eshed out Mission is…To strengthen the Nonpro"t 
Organizations of Kern County through training, 
networking and advocacy.

An all-volunteer organization of committed leaders in 
the nonpro"t sector, KAN provides monthly educational 
workshops from September through April, focusing on 
diverse aspects of nonpro"t work. !ese workshops are 
taught by quali"ed leaders and are free to nonpro"ts.

Our quarterly social mixers are sponsored by local 
business partners and designed to bring community-based 
organizations, for-pro"t businesses, and their partners and 
supporters together for strategic networking.

!rough a partnership with KGET and Telemundo, 
we showcase the work of nonpro"ts to the community on 
the morning and evening news in English and Spanish via 
our Strength is Visibility nonpro"t showcase series.

!e KAN Steering Committee meets monthly at 
the o#ces of Kern Community Foundation to guide the 
Alliance’s work in the areas of strategic planning, education 
and nonpro"t leadership development, communications 
and outreach, advocacy, membership, and more.

We communicate the needs of the nonpro"t 
community to elected o#cials as part of our advocacy 
work.

You can learn more about KAN at kernfoundation.org 
> KAN. Visit us on Facebook @kernallianceofnonpro"ts.

We hope that you will donate to us through Give Big 
Kern so we can continue to strengthen Kern’s hard-working 
nonpro"t sector, especially in light of new COVID-19 
needs.

Missing In Action Remembered works to make sure no fallen soldier is ever forgotten. (Photo courtesy of 
MIA Remembered)

Missing In Action 
Remembered

By William Potter
Co-Founder

Missing In Action Remembered (MIA Remembered) 
is a local nonpro"t founded by small business owner 
and Vietnam veteran Bill Potter and his wife, Denise. 
!is organization is in need of funding and/or donated 
services to construct and maintain a Military Dog Tag 
Memorial, housed in the Portrait of a Warrior Gallery in 
downtown Bakers"eld. !e estimated cost for supplies 
and construction is $50,000. We hope you will consider 
donating to us through Give Big Kern.

!e walk-through experience will surround visitors 
with 80,000+ dog tags, each customized with the name, 
rank, and state of a missing-in-action soldier (from WWII 
to the present). Loved ones will have the ability to "nd the 
exact location of any soldier’s dog tag within the display. 
As each solider is located and brought home, their silver 
dog tag will be changed to gold. !ey are Never Forgotten!

As of March 25, 2020 there are 81,935 Souls still 
Missing In Action.

Please visit us at: www.MIARemembered.org and 
donate to us through our page on www.givebigkern.org.

God Bless our Military and the USA.

In this and other upcoming issues of the Bakers!eld News 
Observer, readers will have an opportunity to learn about hard-
working Kern County nonpro!ts that are fundraising through 
the website GiveBigKern.org, a crowdfunding opportunity hosted 
by Kern Community Foundation. Give Big Kern is celebrated 
as Kern’s own o"cial Day of Giving on May 5, but the website 
is already open for donations and will remain open till May 
6.As you read these agencies’ brief pro!les and learn about their 
needs, please consider donating to them especially now, during 
the COVID-19 crisis, which has negatively impacted charities 
in a big way. Just go to GiveBigKern.org, search for an agency by 
name or cause, !nd your passion and give. You can also fundraise 
for a nonpro!t you love, and invite your friends, peers and loved 
ones to donate, too.If you don’t have money to give but would 
like to pledge volunteer hours—because nonpro!ts are going to 
need a lot of help when the statewide shelter-in-place order is 
lifted—!nd the Volunteering page on the drop-down menu of 
GiveBigKern.org. Use the button at the bottom of the page to 
submit your volunteer pledge.#ank you and we hope you will 
enjoy reading about local charities and how you can support 
them through Give Big Kern!

Now Is The Now Is The 
Time ToTime To
GIVE BIG KERN!GIVE BIG KERN!

League of Dreams - Two child athletes, one       of them in a wheelchair, interacting on the basketball course. 
(Photo courtesy of League of Dreams)

League of Dreams
By Jessica Mathews
Executive Director

Arriving at the ballpark, you would expect to hear 
all the sounds (cheering, the clank of the bat), smell all 
the smells (popcorn, peanuts, dirt), and see kids running, 
hitting and throwing—except you get to the "elds and "nd 
something unexpected.

!e athletes are all in uniforms and they are playing, 
but there are more people out on the "eld and in shirts that 
say “Volunteer,” and some of the athletes are in wheelchairs 
or walkers, while others have their hands being held.

!is is what you would "nd on a typical spring Sunday 
afternoon with the League of Dreams, an adaptive sports 
league providing sports training, team camaraderie and 
competitive sporting opportunities to very special athletes 
ages 5 to 22 that typically wouldn’t have a chance to play.

Founded in 2007, the League of Dreams has served 
over 600 athletes with physical and developmental 
disabilities in Kern County. !e League currently has 6 
sports: baseball, basketball, bowling, dance, gymnastics and 
fencing, and partners with several other local organizations 
to provide these programs.

For many of the athletes, these sports programs are 
their only opportunity to participate in organized sports; 
and for some, it’s their only form of physical activity.

Recently, due to the COVID-19 crisis, the League of 
Dreams had to cancel a big fundraiser and our 2020 baseball 
season, as well as postpone our inaugural gymnastics season 
with American Kids Sports Center.

!is year’s Give Big Kern e$orts will help League 
of Dreams to continue to o$er these athletic programs 
for athletes with disabilities, and as well as volunteer 
opportunities for community members (primarily high 
school students). !e League of Dreams focuses on athletes’ 
abilities instead of their disability and believes that “Every 
child should have a chance to play!”

Please donate to us through givebigkern.org!
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In Part 2 of a 3 week series in the Bakers!eld News Observer, 
readers will have an opportunity to learn about hard-working 
Kern County nonpro!ts that are fundraising through the 
website GiveBigKern.org, a crowdfunding e"ort hosted by 
Kern Community Foundation. Give Big Kern is celebrated as 
Kern’s own o#cial Day of Giving on May 5, but the website is 
already open for donations and will remain open till May 6.

As you read these agencies’ brief pro!les and learn about 
their needs, please consider donating to them especially now, 
during the COVID-19 crisis, which has negatively impacted 
charities in a big way. Just go to GiveBigKern.org, search for 
an agency by name or cause, !nd your passion and give. You 
can also fundraise for a nonpro!t you love, and invite your 
friends, peers and loved ones to donate, too.

If you don’t have money to give but would like to pledge 
volunteer hours—because nonpro!ts are going to need a lot of 
help when the statewide shelter-in-place order is lifted—!nd 
the Volunteering page on the drop-down menu of GiveBigKern.
org. Use the button at the bottom of the page to submit your 
volunteer pledge.

$ank you and we hope you will enjoy reading about local 
charities and how you can support them through Give Big 
Kern!

Now Is The Now Is The 
Time ToTime To
GIVE BIG KERN!GIVE BIG KERN!

Casa Esperanza 
Transitional Home 
for Women 

By Keely Lopez
Casa Esperanza Transitional Home for Women is a 

nonpro!t organization with a goal of providing safe and 
supportive transitional housing in Bakers!eld, California, 
for homeless women and their children.

"e program has been inspired and modeled after the 
Alexandria House in Los Angeles, California. "eir success 
is the motivation behind what Casa Esperanza is planning 
to achieve.

Our intention is to have residents that will live 

in a family-like environment that produces a spirit 
of community and a sense of extended family while 
transitioning to sustainable independence.

Casa Esperanza’s mission is to break the cycle of 
homelessness.

A transitional home for women and their children is 
something that would greatly bene!t the community.

As Casa Esperanza plans to open our home in 
December of 2020, we are seeking funds for house 
renovation, food, training, transportation, education, 
and…the list goes on.

However, things are starting to get slightly worrisome 
because of the COVID-19 crisis. “Hearts of Hope,” an 
important fundraising event for Casa Esperanza, was 
supposed to be held on April 2. Rescheduling Hearts of 
Hope amid this pandemic may prevent us from hitting our 
fundraising goal as originally planned.

"ese are uncertain times, but Casa Esperanza is still 
very much determined to continue forward movement 
despite any setbacks. "at said, donations and support are 
very much needed and appreciated now more than ever.

We have had to adjust to other methods of fundraising 
while navigating through this time of heavily relying on 
the internet. And Give Big Kern is a BIG help to Casa 
Esperanza, as it is a practical way to receive donations 
online—with no social distancing concerns whatsoever!

To learn more about and donate to our organization 
please, visit givebigkern.org and search for “esperanza.” You 
can also visit our website at www.esperanzabakers!eld.org.

Tamara and her dog, Rosie, celebrate being recently 
housed. With them is a Flood employee practicing 
COVID safety. (Photo Courtesy of Flood Bakersfield 
Ministries)

Flood Bakersfield Ministries’ Street Outreach 
Workers (blue shirts) build meaningful and 
trusting relationships with people experiencing 
homelessness. (Photo Courtesy of Flood Bakersfield 
Ministries)

Flood Bakersfield 
Ministries
By Victoria Ogas

Flood Bakers!eld Ministries, Inc. (Flood) provides 
services designed to meet the physical, relational and 
spiritual needs of those who are deeply impoverished in 
our community with an emphasis on housing stability to 

promote self-worth, increased self-su#ciency and greater 
overall health.

Flood was born out of a Saturday night alternative 
worship service at Jesus Shack called “Celebration.” 
In 2008 Flood, a separate 501(c) (3) corporation, was 
created to provide quality outreach to people experiencing 
homelessness, and supportive services to stabilize those 
housed.

Flood ful!lls an important role within the Bakers!eld-
Kern Regional Homeless Collaborative by specializing in 
reaching those most vulnerable, who often are unable 
to secure the assistance they need on their own due to 
circumstances that include health concerns, physical 
disabilities, substance abuse, and mental illness.

"is is largely done on foot by frequenting places 
where the homeless commonly congregate and live. Street 
Outreach Workers aim to build meaningful and trusting 
relationships over time with those they meet. "is enables 
the individual, with the necessary assistance from their 
Street Outreach Worker, to link to resources and, for some, 
to progress to the point of being ready to be housed.

Once a clear path to housing is identi!ed, a Housing 
Placement Specialist advocates to obtain suitable housing. 
Flood, in partnership with private donors and community 
resources, obtains and delivers, as available, furnishings, 
appliances and household goods to those transitioning 
from homelessness to housing.

Housing Placement Specialists provide linkage to 
community resources including health care, behavioral 
health services and life skills groups. "rough regular home 
visits, needs are assessed and plans developed to address 
them. Flood aspires to equip each individual with life skills 
to ensure that they remain stably housed.

Despite the current epidemic, Flood remains vigilant 
in serving those in need while emphasizing health 
precautions. Consider donating to Flood through Give Big 
Kern. Just go to givebigkern.org and search for “$ood.”

Baking class at Independence Through GRACE. 
(Photo Courtesy of Catherine Waldon)

Art class at Independence Through GRACE. (Photo Courtesy of Catherine Waldon)

Independence 
Through GRACE
By Catherine Waldon, 
Co-Founder/Program Director

Independence "rough GRACE is a faith-based 
enrichment program for adults with developmental 
disabilities located in the heart of downtown Bakers!eld. 
GRACE is known for providing a safe environment that 
o%ers kindness and love to each of the participants who 
attend the program.

"e mission of GRACE is Gaining Respect, Access, 
Connections, and Experience for adults with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities through Christ-centered 
programs to encourage and support them in reaching their 
full potential.

"e “GRACE space” is a fun and enriching drop-in 
center with exciting opportunities for learning and growth 
each day. Participants enjoy ballroom dance, art and music 
enrichment, meal planning and preparation, Bible study, 
as well as volunteering weekly in the community.

GRACE relies on the generosity of our community to 
support its e%orts in providing a place where participants 
are valued, accepted, and respected. Our sta% works to 
discover each person’s strengths, with the ultimate goal 
of assisting our participants in reaching their maximum 
potential while they gain con!dence in their abilities.

Give Big Kern enables GRACE to not only reach 
potential donors for much-needed funds but to also 
spread the good news of GRACE to our community. We 
endeavor to reach adults with special needs to make them 
aware of our program.

"e participants at GRACE enjoy being active and 
love when volunteers come to our program to share 
their talents and knowledge. We encourage volunteers to 
download an application from our website (www.itsgrace.
org) and spend time with these amazing individuals.

COVID 19 has impacted everyone in our country, 
and sadly GRACE had to temporarily shut its doors. 
However, our work continues! Even though we can’t be 
together at the GRACE space, we are connecting with 
our participants through technology - virtual Bible Study, 
FaceTime, Facebook, and phone calls. We’re adjusting but 
praying to return soon! Donate to us at givebigkern.org. 
Search for “grace.”
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Now Is The Now Is The 
Time ToTime To
GIVE BIG KERN!GIVE BIG KERN!

! Bakersfield Mayor Karen Goh and some of her littlest 
constituents prepare to plant a tree in Yokuts Park. Behind 
them, in the hat, is Tree Foundation of Kern Executive 
Director Melissa Iger. (Photo courtesy of Tree Foundation 
of Kern)

No one is ever too young to learn about the importance of tree planting. (Photo courtesy of Tree Foundation 
of Kern)

Tree Foundation of Kern:
You Are Never Alone in the Company of 
a Tree! 
By Melissa Iger
Executive Director

Since 1994, the Tree Foundation of Kern and our 
many amazing volunteers have planted over 20,000 trees 
in Kern County.

We work not only to beautify the parks, schools and 
streets in the place we call home, but to clean our air and 
provide nice, fresh oxygen for all of us.

We are proud to say we have planted trees at Golden 
Valley High School, Mira Monte High School, South 
High School, Lowell Park, Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, 
Central Park at Mill Creek, Planz Park, Wilson Park, Beale 
Park, Je!erson Park and more!

Unfortunately, we have had to close our doors 
temporarily due to current public health crisis, and plan to 
reopen again in the fall.

We have an exciting project coming up then to do 
a garden makeover for the Bakers"eld Senior Center! #e 
project will include trees, $owering plants, new benches 
and tables. We will be working with the employees of one 
of our great community partners, IKEA. It’s going to be 
a peaceful and beautiful place for all the visitors to enjoy! 
Keep your "ngers crossed on our behalf so that we can do 
this without any possible COVID-19 delays.

Although we are closed, we still have many expenses 
to pay until we can plant again. Please consider donating 
to us during Give Big Kern. What we do is unique and 
critical to the environment in Kern County. Just go to 
givebigkern.org and search for “tree” to "nd our page. 
#en give using the “Donate” button.

During these stay-at-home times, we can always rest 
assured that we are never alone in the company of a tree. 
#ey make us feel cool and lift our spirits whenever we’re 
feeling a little down.
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Catholic Charities helps some of the most vulnerable 
members of our community. (Photo Courtesy of 
Ashley Vorhees)

Catholic Charities of Bakersfield
By Ashley Vorhees
Site Director

Catholic Charities is a Community Bene"t 
Organization serving the needs of families and individuals 
in crisis regardless of race, age or religious beliefs.

We aid clients with food relief: a family is eligible to 
receive a food box every 30 days without needing a referral. 
#e contents generally consist of staples such as beans, 
rice, pasta, canned vegetables and fruits, and other health 
conscious foods.

For those who do not have cooking facilities readily 
available to them, Catholic Charities o!ers a weekly travel 
bag that provides clients on-the-go foods such as canned 
soups, granola bars, peanut butter and water. Currently, 
Catholic Charities serves approximately 3,600 individuals 
a month with food resources.

Our food pantry also assists clients with their CalFresh 
and PG&E Care applications, DMV reduced-fee and 
no-fee vouchers, and o!ers a rental and utility assistance 
program for those who are eligible.

Considered an essential business, Catholic Charities 
has remained open since the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic and has seen a dramatic increase in the need 
for services. With many families being out of work or 
experiencing a shortage in the food available to them at the 
market, clients are lining up at the door to take advantage 
of the programs and services Catholic Charities o!ers.

As a nonpro"t, Catholic Charities relies both on 
monetary and in-kind donations to continue to serve Kern 

County residents in need. We hold highly coveted ratings 
on Charity Navigator and GuideStar USA for sound 
"scal management and commitment to accountability 
and transparency, and $0.90 of every dollar donated goes 
directly to programs and services.

To learn more about our services or to donate to 
us, please call (661) 281-2130 or visit ccdof.org. Please 
consider giving to us through givebigkern.org. Just search 
for “Catholic,” and click on the “Donate” button on our 
page.

Cindy Uetz, Elaina Rusk and Asha Chandy, Junior 
League Volunteers, donating more than 200 books 
to the Jamison Center Library in February 2020. 
(Photo Courtesy of Junior League of Bakersfield)!

Junior League of Bakersfield:
Women Dedicated to Volunteerism and 
Community Change
By Katie McDaris
President

#e women of Junior League have been serving Kern 
County for more than 50 years.

Junior League is a go-to organization when businesses 
and nonpro"ts need assistance and expertise with 
fundraisers, events or projects. Our membership includes 

well-trained volunteers who are the perfect "t to serve on 
a Board of Directors.

You’ll see our impact everywhere! Have you noticed 
the Junior League sign outside the Lori Brock Children’s 
Museum? Did you know we launched the Women’s 
Business Conference? Were you aware we helped CALM 
with large grants and other donations? Junior League 
evolves with the needs of our community and has a 
wonderful history of creating lasting change.

Our current focus is researching and analyzing how 
to best support literacy in our community. Working with 
other nonpro"ts is our "rst step in battling illiteracy locally.

#e Junior League also has an amazing Community 
Center downtown, which the public can rent for private 
events! Income earned from these rentals allows us to o!er 
our facility as a meeting space free to nonpro"ts.

But we are facing a hard uphill battle in the current 
pandemic. Private rentals have had to cancel or postpone, 
causing lost revenue to Junior League. Our Spring 
Fundraiser was understandably cancelled for safety. Truly, 
the "nancial strain COVID-19 has put on our nonpro"t 
will be felt for years to come.

If you would like to support Junior League so can we 
continue to train local female leaders for success, please 
consider donating to us through Give Big Kern. Just visit 
givebigkern.org, and search for “junior league.”

And look into renting our beautiful Community 
Center in the future!

To make the biggest impact, become a volunteer with 
the Junior League of Bakers"eld! Use the “Volunteering” 
page on the drop-down menu of givebigkern.org to make 
a pledge of volunteer hours.


